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- | #7ation, Now,to conceivethe molt wiſe 
f Bf Mater and Contriver of all rhings, imme* 
 diately tocreate rwo. ſouls, for a ſingle 
 body,rathcr then ſuffer that ſuper-plus of 
, «tier which conſticures the monſtroweex- 
"treſcence to prove effete & inanimate,. is 
_mechinks a derogatory {ape ot of his 
wiſdome , and (uppoſerh him toa& more 
ineptly in the great and immediate inſtan- 
£65 of his power, than in the ordinary 
courſe of nature abour leſs noble and ac- 
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Iight'upon 0--n#{cience , that he ſhould 
not be aware of the future coaleſcence of: 
theſe bodies into one, when he made 
"Tor is for them z or ar leaſt , 'tis ro ſup- 
"poſe him , knowingly to aRt ineptly, Be- 


 *Diges, that the ratronal ſoul isnot created 
the body.,as to the main ſtroaks of it 
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"0k ofthe Aſſertours of V creation; 
thar then there is no roome for thi 


And now one would think that an oyi- 
#ion ſo very obnoxiows, and fo Ivable 
"to ſuch. grand inconveniences , ſhould 
- -*Hotbe admirted bur upon moſt preſſing 
"Feaſovs and ineludable demonſtrations, 
"And yet there. 15 not an argument that | 
+ever heard of from reaſon to inforce it, 
" bur'only ſfuchas are broughe from the 
_* mpofibility of the way of ' Tradud1on, 
"which zxdeedis chargeable with as great 
|.  abſardities, as that we have been diſcour- 
| Whgof. "Tis true, ſeveral Scyiprares are 
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l | ; or6fe hi jy is hi Porher ale 
:atopr © of Soul; which ts equally rue, 
'ther weſtippoſe ir-rtinde juſt asit is , 
Was befor downs "Purikar ie is. "ol 
3 Lat outrof nothins when br; Palins 
It ) heſe-ear bly bettres.,-1 know-nde 4 
On! in'the bf} ſpire Writings that ſpeaks 
For thir faying-ofour Savior, My 
[WS worketh hitherto, and I work, is 
bythe "moſt judicious underſtood of the 
If works 'of ' preſervatios and providepce, 
/Thoſe' of: &reation being concluded with. 
in the! firſt Hebdomade ; accordingly as 
\xexpreſt -in the Hiſtory, that God on 
the ſeventh day reſted rom all his 2g 
*Nof can there an inſtance be 
"any thing creared fince or is Fe any 
-Prerended;bur that which hath' beet the 
J 1ubjeQof our igeiry ;- which is no in- 
a "coj iderable- -preſumprion'; that chat Was; 
'not-{o'neichery ſince the- divine way of 
Y wor king ; is not parid<colour or humourſome, 
19 bur 9niforw, and con gre to ,the Jaws 
bl Shea wiſdom. Sothat for ts to 
I ſippoſe tha 5od,'s afier the cftip! _ 


b - zl © offhis « Creation, and the "on given to 
Eg -ocFings for their. «ion, and. continu 
| be every moment working in a qu 
.. othy EL Way in KF iuſtance of beings, t 
-, he:doth. in all beſides, is merhinks a j 
-., What odd apprebenſi Jon, elpecially v 
NC $eje urgethto it, and, Scri 
to (ole For ſuch places as this ; [the G 
oy he Spirizs of all fleſh, the. Father" 
.. $þ Par44S, The ſpirit returas..to God ii 
gave #t,. The ſouls. which '1 have ma 
© He are his off ſpring. \Who farmeth 1 
-[fpfrit of man within bim,-and- the like 
-z Hgnifieno more, bur that ous ſouls hai 
| 10 FP 2rer _relation.to Gog theniour bodi 
8h; being his 1mmediate.'workmanſhi 
| Mage without /any. crearwye-intc rpoſd 
-;;806 ] more eſpecially regarded. by hid 
»/Bug.1o tnferre:bence/; that they we 
+ithen - produced when theſe bodies. we 
ara£2ez ated, is.illogicall and: green #0 
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x Preexi {exe of Sou ogle, | 
let in at theſey a, "And thus the great| 

- Patron ofthe Hyppyheſis ſtagevic, in his] 
Leviathan, and her wriungs, Butnow. 
cleafitifs tharoan Solils haveſome ' co4-| 
ceftions;\ which chey never neceived from 
exttrpal ſenſt:; For there are ſome cox 
gentte implicit  Pripctples | in'tis, without | 
which there could be no ſen[atio#; fince ? 
F,. es of objeQsare. very.ſm and 
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afro "x ds s for. Indution:; 5 ICN; ++ 
Wbeing an Inferenct, muſt proceed. from... 
an an, principle that, ownes no Juct Wo 
e on the ſenſes asbeing found ;. 
, and not Nerig from .any../ 
is rife "Alſo we find in out ſelycs .. 
WM mathematical notions, 4 and build certary;. 
= Yanenfr eter on them, which abſtra&!, 
rom and matter, And therefore + 
d hem from any material power... 
” more. ſublime od... 
2 omatienr Bur this Argument 1s of too. .', 
large a conſideration to be treatedof LY 
therefore 1 Fen my ſelf with thoſe... 
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70 brief Touches , paſſe on. : 
ll (2) 1fthe fo bers matter "tis imp of. 


© ble Kitgals' ave the ſenſe of Lan t ung 
. whole = of the object 


2 wſtbe 1 Sar in one point of this ſexy - 
= ftive' matter; thing abſurd ar firſt, view, 
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How, ſingle and ſimple 
Je ,mpatible to mecr_ body or 
attey, we thay ſafely conclude, rhar the 
higher and. nobler operations of imagi- 
ng, remembrine, reaſoning, and willing || 
| muſt bavea cauſe and qurce thar is not . 
| Corporeal Thus therefore thoſe tbarbuild..; 
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teach che row to be ag > 
 and'iroYporeal, and affirm that by a ver-1.- 
| rue kei #fok the firſt ener lt, 
can propagate its like z one {ou cmitti 
md the body doth the mater. © 
Generation, The manner of which 5 0h 7% 
ual produffion uſcthto be illuſtrated by: 
| one candles lighting anocher;and a mans «. 
bevetring ur he in anothers mind,, ,- 
without diminil ing of his own. Tins. Is)" 
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Creatare. And if ic be pretendedrhar. the...- 
i Parent F it od by Lf vetpal. | 
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of watwt:Or ee (27 he only concurres, 
- kwls wig he doth to our other... 
- natural ations, we baving this Ability be- 
upon our very” ntiiies: He that 
afſerts'the firſt, runs upon” all the rocks 
that owonld acid ih the former Hypo- 
—_ toxntimual CHarion,and God will | 
ener: | de erhe erty and en 
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ny conſervation i is not more then crba- : I 
s, And tis much, that in other | rung. * 
« ſhould; ive ſuch few ſpecimens. of fo.\ | 
aft an «bj ty; or, have wrote ſo di- 
ine Wo na culry rodiſ- | 
. ne It : 
Again fs 2) tfthe Soul be immediately. / 
duced out of nerhing , be the agent, 
toi it will, God or the Parent, ic will 
epare.and  foldſſe. For,ſu ppoling ng our 's 
ers to be our. Creators ; they 1 oo 
but as natal agents, andſocan only | 
in mit their »4wral qualitics; but: nor., 
| moral | pravities, Wherefore there 
ne ge given from this | 
| Ba t ſoul is {0 debauched ,and.. 
aſſoon asit come$4nto the body, 
he former and rherefore it fails i in” 
Wie paih cn tis defign'd for. _._ 
s we ſee hea that the Fab 
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'genetal 
yield" any more re & 5 ro this Hp orhe 
EFor if i *be trade of ahy x tiny "pratxiſ- 
[- 3 wh 4 Ir is either of matter 'of ſpirit. The 
former we have ty nd and over- 
thrown y, in whar W If aid againſt 
h ih ) le, thar hol Ji it Þ be body; And if it be. 
* made: our of any ſpiritual” tubſtans, it 
" anniift be the ſo#7'of the paYenr, ( excepr. 
wwe will revive the old enthu paffith Coy 
Zof its behig:#p article © The divine 
bY) which ſuppoſition! is againſt the: 
fe of an Tmmaterial bing © a chil 
erty of which, ist9 be #3 lſcerpible,) 
dorhe rmilitudes 1 me tion'd in the 
opoſal of rhe! Hypotheſss” ,"at.all firthe, 
fi fineſſe for one candlelight 
ſeparable” tmiſiions that paſſe from, 
famt of that which 1 is indled, ro the: 
of the other,” And/f amt is a body. 
hot (6 party are in” continual” "flux, 
ntl Fable, permanent, and'i indivifhhle, 
quite makes it” anorhe er cate,” A 
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11:4 Key for Providence. © 29 
..thought. which, he had not. conceived; it 
is. not apregnd7jon of. any, ſubſtance, bur 
only anoccaſioning him Cri anry 
- ration of his [mind which'ihe- did not. be- 
illuftr ating; how a ſol! can produce a 

lt WI. ſoul., a ſubſtance diſtin and wichour it 
e Wl \ſelf 5 Thus:we ſee: how deſperate the 
it W caſe of the; ſox/'s original is.in the Hypo* 
theſis of:Tradattionallo.: Bur yet ro let 
it hate fair play , wee'l give it leave to 
.;pleadir's cauſe; and brietly preſent wha 
45 moſt marerial in its behalf. F:: 
1 W-.. Thereare but two reaſons that. I can 
le, -think of, worth a naming/.1) 4 man bes 
tc  -gers'4 may, arid 4 man he is. not withour 
ne ' a- ſoul,  rhgrefore "tis pretended that the 
7 © ſoul is begontey. But this argument 15 ea» 
m F--fily detected of palpable ſophiſtry, and is 
nc 8-445 :if one ſhould argue, a man is mortal 


| therefore his ſoul is wor1all., or is fat and 
y $T/ elore hs oul is ſo. The abſurdity - 
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$, 5o torce, them whether 

,Q5.n0 tp bring: evidence, $0 our 

44115 a0 affrons,zo their! Authort* 

h nextito;the denying on't, I might 

_.adde (2) thar begertivg allo hath a; Lari- 

"inde, and in_common- ſpeech. ſignifies 

.pot a ftritt. and, philoſophical produttion 

ſu# So.rhat .a man begets a,man,' though he 

A only generates the body, into which fit! 

yew deſcends a ,[ov/,; And he that 

doth that appn which another thing ine- 

-ceſlarily follows , is ſaid to be the cauſe 
AC... ot vd 

- (2) The adherents to, raduiFion uſe 

to urge ,. that,except the whole man ſoul 
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::4fGod himſelfwere it'sinmediare tris 
"rowr's for though a clear thing cannn . 
3/0OMme out of ati #nclean, wheh any thing 
-»of the ſubſtance of the producent 15 1mpar- 
:redtorhe effetF'; 'yet where 'ris made out 
of nothing the reaſon' is very differcyt, 
eaithe ſoul 'im "all the powers thar are 


as, pure” abd clean'w 


+ ble of 1? 
= ral conragioh;this being an ability mecr- 
wy natural andplaſtick, and not at all un- 
rthe imperium or command of the will 
-  -Qriif our ſorls'arebut particles and de- 
 * <cerprtions of our parents , then 1 muſ 
+  -have beenguilty of all the fins rhar ever 
were committed by my Progenito 
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"yea diab olical. \ Thus then we ſce + that 
even upon this reaſon 'tis necefſary”, ro 
Pitch yport ſotne othet ypotbeſss , to 
give ati account of the .pravity of oilt 
#Wwres 3 which both theſe fayl in the 
falvtion of, And, lincethe forrher 60th- 
mitts (ich widlence upon the, bonottr of 
the divine Artributes ,- finee he latret 
is ſo contrary to.the riarire of thi gs,and 
ſince neither can give any farisfation in 
the great affairs of providence and olir 
vip of have any incouragenient fro 
the Sacred Volume z "TisI think very ex- 
alfable for its to caſt our cies abrod, to 
ſee if me be no other way, that inay 
xobably tinriddle thoſe myſteries , and 
el in the. rinds of anxiow and con- 
Jerh \ ve inquirers, In which ſearch; | 
| whey ron any thing that doth ſweet- 
with the Arrributes of God , 


bh cies of Providence ;, I hibky we have 

b lr und d, whar the two forther opinions ainm- 

4 d 1 | cannot make good their preten- 

& C S. : And may falute the truth with a. 
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ved, Scripture ſaith nething as 
RP? it. It's filence- is nopreju* 
dice to this DoFrine, bat rather 
- an Argument far it , as the caſe 
 fandeth. Preexiſterice was the 
common opinion of our Savur's 
times. How, probably, it came 49 
be loſt in the Chriſtian Church,. 


Herefore let tis ſee wii tele fe cart 
' ſhew for our afſezt; or/ whether 
ircan prove ir felf worthy of the Patro- 
'nage of thoſe great Authors that have 
yned it, - 
(x) Then, Whether chis Dodtine be 
"ae .orno, Ine confident ir cannor be 
roved for if All ſeuls were not 
vhs F ir juſt be be, cicher be- 
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” the divine power, as toaffirm that omni- 


 ingsar-firſt, which apart he is ſuppoſ'dto 
create daily Which implies no contra- 
| didtion, or. as muchas dificulty,to be con- 
ceived y andwhich de faFohe hath done 
inthe eafeot Anzells, 'Or', if\inconſiſt- 
ence with any Artribure ſhould be pre- 
tended, #54; ſhall be prov'd quite 4 hi 
wile hereafter; And the amicable con- 


Þ theinecefiyof it, from: this: very conli- 
| deration of the divine Attributes, ſhall 


- | be arguedin theproccfs, 
| +».] Therefore , whoever concludes that 
© - God madenotall fouls of old, when he 
= Froduced the world. outof nothing, muſt 
S -brcauſe he would not, And then |, would 
F Þaikbin, tow.he'came to: know, what he 
| atfirmslo boldly? Whoacquai red him 


with. the, Divine C ounſells > 1s there 3 
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| cauſe Godcould not do its or becauſc 
very few have fuch-#arrow.conceptions of 


otence could nor produce-all thoſe be- 


| Miſtence of this *Hyporbeſis withthem,yca 


conteſle the reaſon of this aſſertion to be, 


.word {aid in his revealed will to the con- 
| erary? 
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© JJ Ky for Providence. 37 
toldus that either of che other waies was 
more ſuirable to. his beneplacitare? In- 
ed,'tis very, likely thata ſtrong and rea- 


Pio: 


=. dy phancy, poſſeſt with a _perſwalion of 
the; falſhood of this: Hypotheſis, might 
find ſome half phraſes in fx mwre which 
| he might ſuborne to ſing to rhe tune of 
his. imagination. For, in ſuch a Miſcel- 
laneous | piece as the Bible is, it. will not 
be difficult for. a man that's ſirongly-re- 
ſolv'd againſt an opinioa , ro find ſome- 
| What or other that may ſeem. to him to 
ſpeak the- language of his phancy 3 And 
therefore ir ſhall go hard, burtharrhoſe 
whom their . education or prejudice have 
ingaged againſt this npcddeſs: will light 
on ſome obſcure. picces of texts, and 
& broken ſentences or other, that ſhall 
feem tro condemn. whart they diſapprove 
of. Bur Iam ſecurely confident;char there. 
55 not a ſentence in the ſacred volume, | 
Tom end'to end, that ever was imended 
40 teach, thar all ſouls were not made of 
#4 or that,by a legitimate conſequence, 
Fould.inferre ir, And if, any-there, be | 
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| ys -»Privxiftence of Sonls, © 
4HitTeemitt look another way, Ldarciay 
They ate coBvreral, and were never ds. 
fire by the vine Authors for the put. 
Þofe they are made to ferve, by the ene-. 
'thies of Pracxt##ence. Whetefore not 


ito \conceal ary-thing that with the leak 


Few of (probability can be pretended 
from the ſacred volumeindiſconntenance. 


'of the Do@tine of Preexiffence,1'te bring 
:Shto view wharever 1 know 'to have the 
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-_ oo 356 is Ns Joop ton Fe 
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the divine Wi hb ome and Goodneſſe hath 
contriv'd for them, pur once. more into 
*a capacity of aQing their parts anew , 
and comming into play again, Now if 
icſeem hard to any to. conceive how fo 
noble a ſpirit in ſuch an adventagions 
body ;, ft have been impoſ'd upon 
by ſo groſs a delsfion,and ſubmit fo :m- 
Jotent 7 tothe firſt remprarion 5 He may 
> confider, that che diffic | 
bop grant hi 

rity andrhoſe rear per feltion both of 
tal "din , which orthodox 


gain  OTmight ask, Whar in- 
eb: erlire' is in | ſuppoſi that 
Adam himſelf was one of thoſe delin-" 
quent ſouls, which the divine, pitry and}? 
tompaſſion had thus ſer up againg that ſo, 
many of his excellent creatures might | 


our" why ahew, though upon 2 =] 
i en aig "ein the OP - - pr ga 
: ic oOn-0: Jets infinite ecundity and tu 
ele of the © divine goodneſſe will, if1 nor 
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parragt, yetexcuſe ſuch a. ſuppoſition, Wl 
"vantage Adam's ſtaiding Þad been to by | 
-poſterity,had he contiouedin the ae of if 
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S@nucepct ; and how fin and miſcry iſ. 
brought upon ys by Þis-Fall, accondin | 
to this. Hypotheſis : 1 anſwer, that then 
20000 MADE orhcr great priviledges, he 
had transſminted downwards þy way of 
natural Fenerationgnat excellent and ble- 
Ted remper. of body. z "which ſhould have 
been Jike his own #appy cr «i, . So. tha 
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MH Reyfor Providence. an 
tharrhere -are certain clean and: healthy 
diſpolitions of body which make us chcer- 
ful, and ; others on the contra- 
oy moroſe, melancholy, and dogged; And 
 *4is eaſe '\ro obſerve how ee or fickndf 
fſoxres; andcrabbs our ' natures. 1migh 
| mſtance in allmoſt al orhet” qualities of 
the mind, which are Rrangely influenc's 
and modifyed according to the-bedie's 
yonſtitwrron. Burt none will deny ſoplain 
 @truch 3/ and therefore I forbear to in- 
fiſt furcher on ir. Nor need 1 mention 
any more advantages;ho many, andfuch 
£ ones, being conſequent -upon #hw. 
Bucour ' great Proveplaſt 'and reprefenta- | 
woe falling through his unhappy dife- 

"| Prdience ,' befidestheamegrity and redt- | 
| inde of his vaivd, he loft alſo thatblafed 
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ronſtirors-n of Body, which would have 
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deen ſogreit aprivitedgrohis off ſprings 
# thar'jrbecame- now rcorrnpr, weak, 
and" #ndiſpoſed for the nobler-exerciſesof 
the 'ſonl-;'and he could-eransfmit hober- 
fer 0 vs, #hen himſelf was” ownet of, 
* Wrabtr by tis trarſgreion, We hwve = | 
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bodies convey'd to; us, which firangey MM. 
. do 'bewitch and: betray us. And thai 
we-all bear about us the -marks of thei 
rt apoſtacy. There are other ſad effec MW 
of his ſees 3 bur _ may —_ F 
amy pretent pu e. inhus we lice | ot 
eo of. ent dere 
#5 irom: Aden is as cleat in this Hypothe- M.. 
nba pretended in either of the 
other. : And/'upon-.other Accounts it Mi 
ſeems to have much the advantage of Y** 
both of them, As-will: appear to the =... 
wnpre v6 in what is further tobe diſ- 
ur['d of. 
 ... Finalh, therefore,If the urgers of the * 
| ' Letter of Geneſs. of either fide, againt 
| this Hypotheſis, would but confider,Tha Wy 
| \#beſouls that deſcend hither, for their pre- 
-uarication in another e in a long 
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rhink i clear from'Scriprure that God «. 


he Father of Spirits, and immadiatema- 
Wir of jus, chey'l find 
Food and afſentedto in this Hypotheſis, 


? 
' ba 


nd the ſame made 


\nd if they 'are unwilling co-hold:* any 


thing cohtrary to the Natare of the ſoul, 


which Is :mmortal and iadiſcerpible, the 
And” if the Patrons of Traduction. 
would have a way , how ſin and miſery 


YDotrine of Preexiſtence amicably clo- 


Muy be propayareafiom cur ff 7rcm 


tout aſperſing the divine Atiribures , 
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Fr affirming any thing contrary to! the 
Y/-<nomena of Providence, and Natare 
tis Hyporheſs will clear the buſineſle; 


2 > 


It giving" us ſo fair an Account: how we 


Jl je 1n' Adam , withour blotting the - 


Wijdeme, Juſtice, or Goodaeſſe of God, or 
ming any thing contrary to the - Ap- 


T have been che longer on this Argu- 


ment;becauſe 'tis likero be one main ob- 


eeien; Aind welſee ic is ſo far from pre- 


Judicing, that it is no inconſiderable evi- 


dence. 


46 _ Preexiſtence of Souls, 
dence of the iru;h of Preexiſtence, | 
. Andnow, beſides this that I have 
med:, I cannot think. of any Argumen 
fram-s Erlpinre agai oft chis Dodtrine,con 
liderable:enonghio excuſe a mention oi 
them: | However, if, the candid &cadrif 
wall pardon che impertinency i'le preſea 
to-view. whar I find. moſt colourable, 
-)/Therefore (2), It. may be ſome are bf 
inadverrent as to urge againſt our ſol: 
having -beenof old, 5-9 Sacred writ lx 
We are but of. Tefkerday ; which expre-M; 
tion. of divine Scripture, is queltioM* 
lefſe tobe underſtood of our ap pearant* 
of this tage of ,Farch, And is no mar} 
an. Argument againlt our Precxiſtenc o 
: therv- < other phraſe of his 5 Before [8 © 
$9 hence, and Bee. no: more , is again 
Our future exiſtence in an other ſtate af 
xer the /preſent life i5.ended, Nor will © 
— prove more the buſineſs it.is brought for, Þ 
 - thenthe expreſſion of Rachels weeping fil © 
her Children becanſe they mere nory will © 
4nferre; hae they were abſolutely notWnt' = 
Norcanany| ching more be madz,'\.. Nr 
- 13) | Of that Place.in Er cleſi aft e1,;1h 6; 
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b the former, 
ole en n dif countenance {api mee 
'N "at is ab alutely nothing can. neither 
I a 7, nor berrer, Moreover,we com: 
og wi 1. We drop_1nto theſe : bodies, we 
were. before, as if we had ner bees z- and 
ſothere. is better Ai5nd in, chis-caſc , 
# go {uch, a tanaet of ſpeaking..' then in 
Peraner. 5 which 5 yer (crip- 


we ſp Ppraſe a Not being.  - 
” rg now I cannot. thiok % any gh 
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op will draw. negative. Argo: 
ncludimg that the. Soxls of men' were 
bo X ou FI Ac bn, old, becauſe there is nv men» 
UOA:t hee” of any (uch marter, To which: 
: : Furr Tetelly Thar the ſame - Argu-' 
TP w conclude —— an the being of "_— 
pes Le F 
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ell of whoſe creation Shed ; s' NO mo 
yd in the'firft fory ther of this info 
our rank © ſpirits, fs -The reafond 
which ftlence is commonly taken cobe, 
becatiſe Aoſes had here to do with a rude 
' and #irerate people, who had few or ng 

pptehenfions of any thing beyond cheit 
ſenſes , "andthetefore he rakes notice to? 
chem of boving bu burwhar was ſexſible and 
of common'obſervation, This reaſon is 
given alſo why minerals were omitted, 
Twere'an eaſy matter,'to ſhew how the 
outwardcorrex, the Letter of rhis Hifi 
ry.1s on to mea" atid vulgar appre 
henſions, whoſe »arrowneſs rendersthem 
ncapable of ſublimer ſpreulations. But 
_ * . thar being more theft needs for our pre- 
= 1 ſhall forbear. ro ſpeak 
"T3OIVOP: BY | axitns His 
T'miz wrthet 2dde', that gear 
- and lecies Interpreters. tell 0s, that all 
_ lrof L <6, w Wy 1d [ouls arc [jw 
way * our: a, bit fe; in 
be made. Tp to ont improbable 
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This-is the moſt | comma objeition of 


[the reſt, and'moſt likely )ro- prepoſ- 
ſefs rimerous and war na Hed, 5. 


5 Hypotheſis, wherefore I conceive thar | 
a full anſwer rothis doubt, will prevent - 


many ſcrupulous Hefrrations,,and make 


way fot an unprejudic'd hearing of what 


I *ave further ro alledg in the behalf of 
(3) I wiſh chat thoſe that titge Sorip- 
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J peSive Natrons of - either Dogri 

> inferre their, own concluſion, 
1 of them with bet 
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Fc 5 Iſt = thoſe. that argue from 
Scriptar filence iin ſuch caſes miſtakethc 
elignof Scriptwre', which is nor ro dc 
termine /poinrs of ſ| eculation, bur to bex 
_ rule-of Life and\ Manners, Nor doth i 
I. the teaching of Dodtri 

ey have &- tendency t0 

divine: lifes. ri ighreouſneſe, 

eſe. It'was never inrended by 

| inp mors/to fill our Heads 
wottops, bur 1x8 ulate our' diſor- 
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"wt \tol@'ino obler. happineſe, Y « 
herefore choſe thar look for: a fe 
< vhOm 


his morals; gp Seneta's Epi 
re pore agerrne as 


whiootn eo = wiſiee? occalioh / 
5 did: alſo the other Fen-men, Therefore 
doubrleſſe there were many noble they= 
ries which» they © could 'have: made' the 
world acquainted wich ;-which yer for" 
want of a fix occaſion to draw them forth 
were never upon Record, And we know, 
few ſpeculatrve truths arc deliver'd in 
Seri | rg, bur ſuchas were call'd forth 
by the controverſies ofthoſe 'z1mes: Ant: 
Preexiftence was none of them, ic being 
the conſtant opinion of'. the Fews, as 
-appears by thar Queſtion , Maſter, as | 
it fat this man's [in or his Fathers, that © 
he was born blind, which ſuppoſerhs * I 
'of the Diſciples alſo, Wherefore: 4 
(4 'Ther & Was lictle need oh mote thath- 
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. them inWiſapprooval of chat opinion , Wl for 
thongh ſometimes occalions were admi- il 
ed (as by the 9neftion ofthe Diſ-' 

ples, and ſome other occurrences) 'tis 

agood preſumption of the ſoundneſle of 
nn, | 

Now that ?reexiftence was the com- 


mon __ of the Fews, in thoſe times 
might be made good with full and con- 
victive evidence, were it worth our la- | 
bourto.inſift much upon this Inquiry ; 

is being-only a by-conſider ation, a 

rouch-of it: will ſuffice us. One of | 

teat Rabbins therefore, Mr, Ber !j- Nl 
s Problems de Creations, aſſures '' 
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, Others Eller, others 
of the Prophets, which 
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caſes not more 
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mail for bab a4 <a weaker 6.6 well 
low Scripture:was deſign'd for the betie- 
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from common conceit, us 
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OI which, Ultence was; Were 
; quite ſurk and byried, So that x 
9. being now, made , our: of 4: 
lian principles, tis 00 wonder tha 
Preexiftence way left out, nothing: being 
ſuppol'd to. mo been ſaid of it, by he 
great, Author ofthat. alyaly Tn his 
 4amring Settators were loath to borrow 
RY Theory, from their Ma- 
—_—— Plato, 


Ki is nor- A | ont in this \marer. as i 
'd. And I'me -confident,more can 


Sinha. 
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remains z we have ſcen,that 
{de created all ſouls at firſt 


s 


, and that he hath rewea- 


| 


” 


ten Will 10. 


« 


s.can give U5 no. Ac- | 


*be clear, that 
'bur little force « 


ence and insdtivity that 


> When we. came into 


fate , ſince uſually ch th 
toour remembrance b 
rences, Bur 
(2) Some will thi be a 
of "puniſhment for former miſcarria 
how comes ir abour then, char "tis a iS 
tion- then that we laſt came from 
ſtate of ſolence and inſenſibility.l 
wer, That if we look upon our 
ſent terreſtrial condition an an effe& of 
ok ecFion from the igher L9G 1 
refe ence to our forrner efle loft - 
by on own defaulr , 'tisthen a miſery, 
an x7 ones Bur if we compare 
g with the ſtate ofivs ii 


t into adark and diſcon- 
415 fe 


any one may 


tt WL If our ſoul 
ina former fate did they «&# in bs- 


les, or. withour them? The former they! Þ | 
abſurd, andthe latter incongruous I - 

;6 "eee: n all chepowers the IU 

in a body, would hav I} * 


mig are no Argument 
irfelf, And were NN - 
ri; ſtate, of .he 


Bo ety) enV Kind-of 
re ircame: into thi? Even here 


ont ate"of drm} ak bo 
to ucha refined bady, which 
eable rom s'0wn per- 
fools and parity > 1'me ſure,-many , if 
not the or of che Antient Fathers 


Angell themſelves to be'embs- 

. therefore they tepiired nor 
Fo | OE Bur an th | 
ou lived tings with ut z; 


$ ov. 


inrongriy” i5 thete 

ppoſirion, then-that'it ſhould | 
-t **P after dearh without any uni-' 
= with matter ot any body whatſocvct, | I 
the obje&ors themſelves* conceive' it” |} 
”But allſuch objeRions' #s chefe,  -; 


y*away'ss muſts before-rhe ſun,” 4 


; 


. extant before theſe earthly ; 


Pence was, which is | 


chout con- 
hat it may 
her\indeed 

as; well 


x 


& 


oat A hn crc 2 Ice 1 
P 
9, 


| wnreaſonable,it may bet 
ſe ro bring more forces into the” 
uite- ſcartcred and defeated, 
, for the powp_and triamph 
oh it need not. their ſervice _ 
of1ive Arguments, 
appear, that .not onl 
het ways are dangerous and nwpaſ- 
, and ths zrreproveable; but allo 
trhere is dire evidence cnough to 
ve: it ſolid and rational, And I make 
jonof this kind, a ſe- be. 22 


- drawn | rom tbe co 


PE torr # | Ape nfideration of 
ivine Goo 


neſſe , which 


, 


hay 


Þ 5 ates dath what is beſt, | 


Iu. 


\Hen,whoever conceives righth 
*" ; & | of 6ed,apprehends him to be 
infinite and immenſe Goodnefſe, who 'i 
a Iwaies ſhedding abroad of his own'exs: 
. -» berantfulneſſe : There is no ſtraightneſ 
- -- mnthe Deity, no bownds to the ocean of 
- . Love. Nowthe divine Goodpeſſe refcrrs 
WA not to himſelf » as Ours extends nor will 
' bim, HeaQsnothing for any (elf-«- 
= -——1 ones 3 being eſſentially and 4b 
'  ſolutely compleat and 4 fee, Bur the 
: Ject: an  goodpeſſe is his 


- 


-. Creatures good and happincfle, in t 
relpedive capacitic He is that i 


twins 15-00 can ; nOmore ceaſs to ſhed 
his influences upon bis indigent oy 
\/ hae then the ſw» to ſhine ac no0n.N 

3 the infivire Goodneſſe of the deity,ob- 
Tigethhimalwaies to do good, ſo by by, the 
Tame reaſonto dothat which is beſt; ſince 

t00mit an y degrees of $001 would 45:1 

4 Ca defe | in goodneſſe, ppoſing wiſ- 
Gore to. order, and power tO, execute, 
Hetherefore that ſu 3 God not al- 
waies to do. whar is , and beſt for 
his Creatures (for he cannot. a&t for his 
own Goed ). apprehends him to be keſſe 
goed then can be conceived, and confe- 
quently not finitely. ſo. For whar isin- 
pwre, is beyond meaſure and apprehens 


"Therefore w dire@ this.to our put? 
'pole, Cod being infinitely good aud thar 
bs Crearnresy, and thcrefore doing. al» 
AX is beſt for them, oth, + it 
ows that our ſouls Ifved and 

nfelves of old before they; 

fe Fedex. 1 For ſince they, 

rho 

re 
fenced 
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; 3 x raexiſlencs of Souls, 


Ackeended? into this region of death and | 
-wjſery 3' and fince char condition of life 
"and elf-enfoyment would have been bet- | 
"Fey, then abſolute not- being, may went | 
"ſafely conclude froma due conficeration 
"ofthe divine” grodneſſe, char ir was ſo? | 
"What was it that gave us our being, but 
the immenſe goodneſſe of our Maker? And | 
-why were we drawn our of 'our nothing: | 
- "bur becauſe ir was better for us to be.then 
| not tobe> Why were our ſouls pur into 
theſe bedies, and not into ſome more 
ſquallid and "ugly; 5 bur becauſe we are ca- 
| . Pable of ſuth, and ?tis betrer for us to. 
| Tiveintheſe. then inthoſe that are leſſe 
 ſurable r5our natures > And had: it nor 
| beenbetrerfor us; to have injoy'd' our 
ſelves an the bounty and favours of our 
Maker of old, as did the orher order of 
| intelletudl creatures ;.chen rohave layn 
| inchecomfortleſs night of worhin * 
" *rother day ! Had we-not 'been' po 
| onxro GNIVE lived and _ inthejo 


ERITT 1 


LY D 


my 


, 
o 
< 
= 


 wreichedy 


* . Ivfinite Powerccould as welt have made. 
0 sallar -PNCE 57 the Angelix, -and with 
15-000d corgruity to Our - natures: we | 
hight have Sw d:and been happy  withs | 
out theſe bodies, as we (tall be in_the 
fate-of ſepararien ; fince th1crefore ir was | 
ff for us,- and ascaly for our Creatour | 
ſo-t0 have effeRed ir, where! was the | 
fetÞ ;: if it wasmnot fo 15:notthisro | 
| ſlurg his grodneſſe !..and\to.ffraghr-lace 
the divine beneficence; And-doth' not. 
the contrary Hyporheſis ro what I ampleas+ * 
ding for, repreſent the God of Love as - 
ſle good and bonntiful, then a charita- 
x #e mortall, who would negle& no op-: 
| portunity within his reach of doing what 


$00d he could to thoſe that want his help | 
and aſſiſtance > ; 1 
_ T confeſſe, the world generally have | 
ſuch #arrow and unbecomming -" ag” 9: 
ſons of God, and draw his pidfure in. 
Tacir imaginations ſo like rhemlelves, * - 
Wat few I donbr will feel the force of this 
"Argament; and mine own obſervation 
"makes me enter the ſame ſuſpicion of 
pn F'; is! 


+ 


a'very deep ſonſe | 
'can 


Andrhis'noble ſets | 


rejuaices char hinder it's, 

and, etioncy Aid” when thoſe 
1dſcam -are wipediaway that 

+5 have faſtned '0n. 

i Buftrion byes own drigtt- 


Evaſion, that Ged afts 
and his. meere will is 


s 


- 


enough for bis doing 5 or 
ing any thing, overthrown 
onfader ations. Some in- 
vaſions, VIZ: that Gods. 


\ 


* 


- wildome, or his pore may be 


to this 


fore, will ſorme ſay, 
» nor can he 


| 'our har g\ .and of the deve! 
imeof our beginning. Ther 


* 


* * 


"Bf bf: A this will; 1s _— "Bil hive d 
" Jeed look: no further. To this crak 4 
thus Reply. | 
(1) 'Tis true indeed, God is the mol: 
Free Agest, becauſe none can, compel ! 
him to: 427, none canhinder him from 
4#ing.” Nor can his creatures oblige 
him to any thing, Butthen 
'...C2):The divine liberty and frerdume- 
conſiſts nor in his y meer arbitr; NN 
rivje will as diſujn& his other At: 
wfes;" For he is (ayd to a? according 
tothe cavyſell of his own will. So that 
this, wiſdoweand grodne(s are avit 
| the Rules "whereby his. will is dirce 
b Thetefo c though be canngr be obliged 
| toatby. any in without himſelf, yet 
| he mayby the Zoaws of hisown efſentid 
Hes and: perfection, Whicrefore 1 
he: is.ſai notre be able ro 40 
che might well enough 
b Power) that conſiſt norwith 
DS eve bleſſed Attribpres,, Nor:by:che 
ate reaſon can Sed omir that which re 
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Tis a derogation fra his infinize 

ro aſſert any. thing- contrary. to 
£ ppoa. pretence',of-his will 
N Poe / For, whatever is moſt ſure- | 

W to. ehis: moſt £bleſſed ::idriribere , 
oUYher, that be forelam.| 

niet Wherefore © io M1 

(4) If ir be better, and more agreeable 
divine goodneſſe ctharwe ſhould: 

ve been in an hopprer tate, beforc we: | 
came. into theſe bodies, Geds will cannor 
en be. pretended tO the contrary, - ef- 
ia 1 rh it haying been proved already, 
uath no. way Yevealed' any ſuch | 
) but rathe it- is: demonſtra-. 
will was, it ſhould 

Since'as God never as; in _. 


Ne Roch heabſtain Fmt 
?  gro Attributes require it. 

y if it be-exceptcd again(3) Thae' 

tis 


Is 


% 


: gt'5s 
þ7 F 
: 0} 


te froth one 4 
tov'd 4uconfiftent 'With another, 
effe is determin'd, Therefore 
| pretend #1 inconfiſtence, 
e it,/ (s) The wiſdeme of God i 
that Attribute and eſſential perfettion, 
reby the divine aftions are diredted 


| itcan be prov'd 
e been contrary tO avrs, Or any 0- 
ter ctearures e914, thar we ſhould d have 
been extant as ſooh asthe Light, it eati- 
ot be concluded” tohave any onrradst- 
ten ro the voy - domme. F | 
” But it Will again (3) Gods pi4- 
N15 bis reat end, ee promoting io 
>< his wiſdome'diretFs all his 'A 
arid conſequetily, that we rs 
off for the creature , may not be (6 
cive to the divine Glory, atid there- 
\agrecable with his wiſdomie, 
gh Think the world hath a 
flon of Gads yle- 


es, then: Yiruiſt 7 LipaeR Tis G 


ſet purpoſe ro Ini 
oh Fe by-etd -_ 


odneſſe_ is not the 
e.not that moſt. di? 
ine.and. andamgntal Attribute which 
gives! \perfection 29 all the reſt, Soha 
we may aſſure. our ſelves, char whey 
- bis goodneſs obligerh him ta ation, 
; glory never. ſtands in oppoſition, For | 
15 his glory. tO commuanzcate: to 


TG ſutabh Y to his own. ab ns 


- 


ures, yer.cven then the. H1ps-\ 
ur having been made in the þ- 
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BB © 4 Key for Providence. 77 
Wicdby his &earares, even. on thisaccount 
i& Yalſo it wou'd have obliged him to, have 
- Wmade is all of old , rather then. oppoſed 


.1 Wit; ſince,chen, his excellencics had been 


Wlungs forch by a more numerous Pvire , 
Win continual Hallelsjb5,Now ifir ſhould 
Y be urged, that God made ail things for 
Jl iim{cif,, and therfore is not obliged to 
conſult the good of his creatures in all his 
Attions, 1 rejoin, thar God's making all 
things for himſelf, can argue no more 
then his making all things for his own 
Meds, vis. the ends of goodneſſe, Be- 
r Wides , che beſt Criricks make that place 
Wo ſpeak no more but this, That God or- 
rs all chings according to himſelf ; thar 
Bb according to the rules of his own 
. Thus then we ſee that for God to do 


at which is beſt for his creatures, is nei- - 2 


Swiſdme, nor his glory, but moſt con-. 
ſonanc ro-all of /rhem. And 'tlicrefore 
fince-the is {o a- 
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 Precx ren e of Sauls, 


t rather ſweetly conſpires with it, np 
thinks this argument were enough y 
concluade'irt, Buryet there are other Zu 
Fong which would elude this Demenſr, 
#ion , T ſhall name the moſt conlidey 
> and leave it to the, judicious to & 
whether chey can di 


LEY 
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# tt FIRE 
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$41, 


as 


ument God 


ing vaſt fetches in the divine  wiſdeme 
ahich we cemprehend not , nor can our 
tivr dl light determine whar is beſt, 1 
anlwer (x) Our Saviour himſclf, who 
ws the beſt Judge-in the caſe, reacherh 
vs, chat the Reaſon of a man may in 
ſome things conclude what God will do 
_ I 2 that ſaying of his, 7f ye bring evil, 
= *row: bow to give good things to your 
" If Children, mach more fhall your Father 
which is in Heaven give his Spirit to tham 
that aſk him, Plainly intimating , thar 
ye may ſecurely argue from any thing | 
Batis a perfedFion in our ſelves, to the 3 
ame in Ges. And if we, whoare iwper- | 
J6&7 gord, will yer do as much goodas ' | 
Ne.can, for thoſe we  /ove and-tenders, | 
with greatet - confidence may we con | 
Ree, that God who: is infinitely ſo, will 
_Onterre-upon his creatures whatever good 
$6p: are- capable. of, Thus we ce our 
B *4%0x7 : ownes the capacity of reaſon in _ 
| F<alethat is very near the ſame that ws 
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 Preexiſtente of Souls, 

neſſe and equity othis ways. Te mend 

Iracl and inhabitants of Jeruſalem, jw YY w 

between me and my wineyard;which plac a 
_(Ibring :to-ſhew char mcer natural re4{w W { 
4s. able to judge in ſome ca{es what «fi 
For God #0 do, (and what 'is ſutable tohi ll 
eſſence and perfedFions, Andif in any, 

__ Methinks (2) its capacity in the caſe: 

* before us be own'd as ſoon asin 

-any.. Fort 


"YA 


£ 


> 
br 
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vain are thoſe Learned men that diſpure 
whether a ſtate of the extremeſt miſery 
cfcarure is capable of, and that ever- 
ing, be not better then Non-entitye, * 
7) If we cannot cettainly know that. it 
e we ſhouldhave ex-, | 
ed ia life of happineſs, proportion'd: 
our natures of old, then have bees 
er nothing , till ſome few years fincey 
we.can never then own or acknowledg 
he divine goodneſs to us in an 
injoy. For if it- might have. 
15 wor 10+ Bee, as 10 Bee , and 
; Then is might have been. as 
-us ro have waned any t 
lethar we enjoy, a5 tO have it ; and 
mlequently, we cannot own it as att 
ea of God's goodneſs that he hath de- 
then 
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Souls, 


Shoes ; burit.may be, it had 
d for the nnrerſ and ha ve- 


neral g00&is to be preferr'd before that 
of. particulars. 7, N31 0 
::Iſey then , and it may ſerve for a 
G Y anſwer wthe general objettion, If 
we bores deny that to be done y _ 
goodneſs , Which is undoubtedly bef 
F & whoks \ſperies of his creatures, meer- 
- lyonthis account, -thar, for ought we 
now, it' may'be for the advantage of 
fore others, they h there: be nor the 
anyſuch matrer;we. 
_ —o then wigs any thing from the 
aivine pooantſs,” Ir can never then be 
A 'd rot that: .gloriew Attribute, that 
hathnor'made fome of his crearures 
ar tr of it be jor 
lor can-it hcluded thence, rhar he 
wil not awnibilre all thep wre and Joe 


. Ar 7 ode pie endueſr, mn 


- we bnow , It * 


Wo 


MK» for Providence. '$ 
4, be po egdiſable the Argument; 
on:che ſame account we (ball never. be 
ble to prove ought from ti ,, of ahy 04. 
ther ; Attribure, I might adde, =_ 
(2) There is nor the lealt-/ colotrg- | 
Vle-pretence for any ſuch ſuſpicion, For, | 
would the .wor /d have been, rg linle to 
have contain'd thoſe ſouls, withoue juſt 
ag with ſome others ? or, would they 
by. violence, bave taken any of the: pri- 
"ledges of the other intellectual /crea- 
we s from them ? If ſo, how: comes it 

0 bon that at laſt they can all fowel con- 

Mtogether > And,could other creatures 
ave been more diſadvantag'd by them, 
= en mary were: pwre and innocent, then 
Vey: will at ah when they are ſo many 
Withem debauched and depraved ? 
x03)..1 this be. enough tro.anſwer an 
Ueament, to lay, for ought we know it 
May. 5 4nd thus, when there is: not 
| Fes I» gn or appeatance of any ſuch | 
kt then \nothipg cant ever; be pro- 
þ ard. Wwe are: poonlenanhd, 


- ; y k 
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84 _ Preexiſtence of Souls, 
wiſe contrivance of the things thar doap- 
«pear, provethere is a God, if it were W6#& 
- ſufficient 'to anſwer, That things arein- Wl 
deed ſomadein this earth, on whichwe Bf 
- areexrant ; bur,itmaybe;,they arc framed WM 
very "odly, ridiculouſly , 'and ineptly'in 
ſome other wor/ds , which we know no- 
_ of, If chis be anſwering, any thing 
«might be axſwered, But rhere is yctano- 
-ther- objetFion againſt 'mine Argument 
-from the divine goodveſſe which looks ve 
*ry formidably ata diſtance,though whet 
-we'comie near it, we'ſhall find, it wil 
*nor wow the tryall. ''-And it may thusbe 
— 3) If the goodneſſe'of God always ob- 
| ligeth him'to do what (is beſt, and bi 
for his Crearvres, How is it then, tht 
we were'not' made ' impeccable, and lo? 
not obnoxious to miſery ? * Or how dot? 
ir conſiſt with that overflowing geodue © 
.. along ſtate of flence and inſenſibility, be 7 
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now 3 fince we hes 

anted the « Fans or liberty of will to 
Md and evil; which is one of our | 

Atiribmes.  Conſequently:, 

ow: been one ſpectes- of beings 

mplcar the #niverſe 3 and 

it wou ys been a flurre ro the divine 

goodn neſſe not to have given being roſuch 

c Tear ures as in: the'ides were. fairly poſ- 

es Sod contradicted no other Attrri- 

| | ugh he foreſaw that ſome 

gud fn,and' make themſclves miſera- 

6 yet the foreſeen lapſe and: miſery of 

vic, was not.an ev:/l{ great enough to 

allance the good the ſpecies would 

y being; parrakers -of the divine 

eſſe in _ Hand of the living zThere- 

fre h wever, 'twas goodneſle. to give 

Wa creatures being. . But it will be ur- 

upon us, If Zi ery togeed and evil 

d.c entiabto our natares,what think 

nof the bleſſed ſoul after the re- 

»; are not. they the: fame crea- 

10 12h wichour the /iberty of ſin- 

© ning? 


Wenger rry as long as hey are vail 
ts i body, (and are capable of reſetitino i 
ie's pleaſures / ſhould dwell to prove 
o may be morally inobar 
2'burthisis"prace, not'ns 

roowerd: of obedjence , not #'v6 

"annex of our Beinzs.' But willit 
d;why did not-the divine good 
.endbe us all withthis »oral -fubi 

yr Had it not been/-be tter for us't 


 guvidy:; q hon tha ſate fo Uhaverew ry 
' returnto cthisdoubr will)be'a ſecond An 
twer-xothe' main objection. 
-;Therefore' Secondly , Þ doubr nor;bit 
thar "tis much berter” for” rational «ret: 
, that this ſupreamyha 
\be'the' Reward of vereue, rather thenen 
pail”, d upon our natuves. 'Fox, the 
ba, - Epremenr of r\at which we. might have 
- -miſt:of; is far more "ſen bly gratifying 


men'any: nec C quired! in 
© mentwe: find 


> as gf =5 


wa 
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jy, 6 ar, © Ot werine, 
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e were born to. 
ecure from fin, 


of lapfay 1 


een "exercif d,>of indee "been ar 
viSuch are Partenee, Faith, and Hope; 

jeds of which are, evillfururity ; 

nbereaimy. Yea, 
4) Had we'been fo fixt inan 7mamif- 
| bappineſſe fromthe beginning, there 
aa-then been no. Verive In the worlds 
norany of tha marchlefſe pleaſyre which 
Mends the exerciſe thereof, For. wer- 
#5 kind of wvidfory, and ſuppeſerh 
fore we ſay, that God 

red i and holy, but not vertwoms. Take 
ay 2 pifibility of vill, and in. che 
re there is no morall goognelle, 
en'-no reward, no pleaſure, no hap- 


I 
F ; 
£ 


* 


Souls, 
(5ly) $ The &. 
. © Une gooaut([e 1 Red in making all 
© Crearures ſurably ro.chole 7deas of i 
parures, / which he hath in his Al-cem- 
riſdeme, - And their good and 
: "Eonſiſts in_aFing ——_— 
#a3ures, and in. bein 
all rhings neceſſary for _ ati 
low the divine Wiſdome is no «- 
thing, thar can CADRE, « or alter 
etled immutable. idec's 
at are there repreſented. It Ws not 
eſſential 4 ©! a of ſome. beings, 
to 7nqcufate them upon others ; Bur, di 
 Rinaly compretending all things, : aſfion 
each Berpg it's proper n«/ure, and qua: 
ities, And the Divine goedneſſe, accor: 
to the mw! (4 direQion of the eternal 
pee et like cunt and orderly man- 
St viz, according 


a are wiſdome. 
ancſs of God obligerh \ him no 
Ke every planet. a fixe ſtar, or e- 
F&, 4 ſun ; Soneither doth. it ob; 
n make every. 


{ 4 
} 


px + * 


or Providence. 


ti foal, ot every ſul, an iinpec- 
able 4nget, For this X were tO __ 
 contr adiftions, OR therefore, ſuch 
| order: of Beings , as rationdland hap- 
+ choughFee, aniicheralive mutable 
aeures,” were diſtinRily tigrekee, 
n-the divine Wiſdeme 5 Tt 'was an 
et of God's Goodpeſs , to bring chem 
inp being, even'in ſuch a condition,and 
in- ſuch manner, ain” their eternal ide- 
a they were repreſented. © * 
-;Thusthen we ſee, it js not con trary 
” the infinire. plenttud: of che divine 
goodneſs that we ap mr ning made 
Prccable and lyable to defeition, And be- 
ing thos in our very flenrial conſtituti- 
ons dapſable ;, *'rwas no defe@ in the 
goadnefſe of our Maker that he did not 
| |= oy his >” covn ommiporence tg 
on and A- 


Wc | 


of 


narure.to 


remain inſta 


co thoſe 
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nces 
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ſo may''con- 
| ir Security, And 
night of ſilence, in which 
ſouls are buried before they 
.lntQ ferreſtriad marter, it is but 
reward of their former diſobe- 
aiente 5 tot; which, conſidering the happy 
 eareamfiances in which they 'were made, 
y deſerv'd robe 
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1r rce-inſtating 


us to ; | 
the [infinite 
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4 ) ObjeQion' again} 
[| Argument from God's good 
- viz. 'b bat it will conclude nas well 
that 'the Byfoed # infinite and 
,- Anſwered. The conclu- - 
cond Argument for 
"64 eel ; 


re ; ore LeyeilF It will. 
pred, If we thay 3 


'as reaſonably thence 
2, thar the world is both infinite 
tal, fince an infinite communi- 
' goodneſle -is better then a Fi- 
l becauſe I doubt I have 
Readers- patience already, 

Ye. 


0 


f 


} 
? 


wer bric : 
(x) Everyone that believes the i»f- 
#heneſs of roodneſs is asmuchob- I 
pedto anſwer this ebje&#ion, as Iam, iN 
(aid; infinite goodneſs doth 
ves, infinitely, and - conſequent!y the 
 effe&s- to:which it doth commenicate arc 
- Snfaite, For if they arcnot ſo; it might 
totmore, and thereby 
done more. good then now 'tis ſup- 
| Poled to ao, andby conſequence now 
” 15 not i»finite, Andto affirm that go0d- 
- ncfie is infinr ir doth and 
to do is bur finite ,_ will be ſaid 
a contradittion, ſince goodneſs is a 
n, and in God always. rc{- | 


. ks 
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tien makes no more againſt mine Ar- | 
geweyt , then ir doth againſt the infis 
nity of the divine goodneſs, and it 
fore T am no more concern'd in it, 
others. Yea (21y,) the Scripture affirms 
that which is the very ſtrength of mine | 
Argument , vis. That God made all 
ings beſt 3 Yery Good, ſaich our Tran- | 
ſlation : bur the Original, 1x9 I\O ; and 
WY is a particle of the Super lative, 


And therefore every one that owns it's 
ſacr Authority i is intereſted a-ainſ this 
djeZtion, ' For iturgeth, irhad been far 
more ſplendid ,  gloriows , and magnifi- 
cent tor God to have made the #niverſc 
commenſurate D Ls own nm ;and 
to have. ed- effedts of veer? | 
and greatneſs , "_ ever he himſelf is, Þ 
vis, in infinite [ps ace and dr ey. then 4 
to have confined hi 


5 5 8. REBT Og 
IEA eh ESR atom 


1, and to 
vejs, of the eric 
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ment, and. therefore.the obj eFion drawn 
thence 15 of no vahidsty, (3) Thoſe tha 
havemoſi ſtrequouſly | defended the or- 
thodox do@ri 0 aj -l the old opinion of 
"nity #uity of the world, have 
irto be impoſSible in the. yatsre 
frhe ;hing. And ſure the Divine benig: 
»ity obliger him nor to do: contraditts 
ons ; or ſuch things, as in che very yoti- 
on otthem, are inpeſ tble, But in the 
le of Ereexi ence, no ſuch thing can 
reaſonably. pretended , as above hath 
been decfared 3. ar therefore thete is 
no e {caping by this Eva _ neither, Nor 8 
can there mY ade. Elle be\ urged tro this 
b at whoever believes the 
brey fthe Groine bbanty will be con- 
cern'd Fatwets ; And therefore 'rwill 
tnore rt ne, then againſt 
:onfeſſed. 'Ler me 
LNG "tis more becom- 
20 k cr | ar enſlons of 
they 1 y ſul, ' Dis 
down 
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hus then I have done with. the 4r- 
wment for Freexiſtence drawn from the 

| Divine goodneſſe. Andl have been the 
ger 0n it, becauſe I thought 'rwas in 
6s Ine ir, withour'- raking to __ 
iſ] Eire al of thoſe obje&ions gchar 


eeds ariſe in the / minds of thoſe 

be not uſed ro this way of arguin 
while there was no provi onmate 
p up thoſe Ewaſiers, that I ſaw this 
rounent Obnoxious to; theulſing of it, 
| I was afraid , would have been a a 


paree , rather then a furtheranse oft the 

' (aſe I ingaged ir in, And therefore I, 4 

ope the 1ngeni 5 will pardon chisſo nc 
piece of redjouſneſle, - 


CHAP. Xx. 


third' Argument for Praexiſtence, I i 
'0m the great variety of mens ſpe: i 
. culative inclinations ; and alſo the 
Ex -0f 044r | Genius's, copi- iſ | 
= 3h yed. If theſe Arguments | # 
© reexiſtence but probable, i ® 


in it the. victory. || * 


Fg | 


Creation 4 


, ſo deeply 


which is 
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ence': which gives a moſt clear and ap- 
where account of the phenomenon. For 
ttus but conceive the ſouls of -men to 
have grown degenerate in a former cond? 
tion Of Tife,to have contracted ſtrong and 
nyeterate habits to vice and lewdneflE 
and that in various manners and degrees; 
we may then, eaſily apprehend, when 
ſome mens 2atures had {o incredibly a 
wmgqvernable, irreclaimable inclinations 
to what is vitious z while others have no- 


A _ 


Pine are wouldable to vertue. This 
mews a clear way to u/riddle this ama- 
ting myſtery, without bleblg nes 
ne drome Attributes, or doing the lealt 
lence to our faculties. .” 


Noris it more difficult toconceive,how 
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ſto ſhould ayraken our of the fate of | 
 MaGvity we ſpeak of, with thole radi- 
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nations that by long prat ice it 
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ther old trade of M's 4 


depraved tinFure, and ſuch impetonr, 
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thing near ſuch wretched propenfions,... 


ut'by good education and good diſci-, | 


| _afterherwinter 

F ' Euſtoms \t hath been addicted to in the 
_ other ſtate, are now ſo deeply faſtned 
and rooted in the ſoxl,; that they are be- 
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+  .-correſpongent toall' appearayces, when 
| weknownothingelſe that can FEY 
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Hencefor 


come eyen another nature. . 

- . Now then, if Preexiſtence be not the 
truth, 'tis yery {trange that it ſhould 
exattly anſwer the Phenomena of our na- 
tures, when as no other Hypotheſes doth 
any whit tolerably ſuit them. And 
it we may conclude that falſe, which is 


Able account of them, and wh 


tin the leaſt repugnant to any in- 
aucement of belief, we then ſtrangely 
forget our ſelves when we determine a- 
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y 
a 
[d 
| 
d 
| 
c 
1 
| 
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thing. We can never for inſtance,con- 


E -  cludethe, Moor to. be the cauſe of the 


* finx and reflux ofthe Sea, from the an- 


: Iwering or. her approaches and receſſes 


#-> $4 


10 its ebbs and /wellings. Nor it this 


rate canthecauſc of any thing elſe be dt- 
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'ſnnge difference and diverſity that 
 Binwens wits and intelleFual craſers, as 

well as in the diſpoſitions of their wills 

and appetites. Even the natural tempers 
ofmens irds are as vaſtly diticrent, as 
the qualities of their bodys. And 'tis ea- 
iy to obſerve in things purely ſpeculative 
and intefleFnal, even where neither edu- 
fation or cuſtom have wo: ha! ſophi- 

ate the natural y.\u«r« that ſome men 
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are ſtrangely properſe to ſome opinions. 
which os ne, drink in, is oon 
$they are duly repreſented 3 yea and 
ad themſelves burthened and oppreſt, 
mle their edxcation hath kept them in 


£01 | ary belief : when as others are as 
Wo ly ſet againſt theſe opiniozs, and can 
ever be brought favourably to reſent 


Every ſoul brings a kind of ſexſe with 
into the world, whereby it taſtes and 
_ reliſheth what is/ ſuitable to' its peculiar 
per. And rotions will never lye caft- 
 Yinamind, that they are notfitred tos) | * 
| Wecannever apprehend 25at for other” | 
"Wewan' Abſurd it J which others are ſo+ 
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Firſtprinczple. Ang.yetthe former hath 
” . alltheſameevidence,as the latter. This 
t Jhaveremarkably; taken notice. of, in 
E theopinion.of the exterſ9n; of. a ſpirit, 
Some'that I know, and tiole, 777917 ſei7we, 
free and, ingenuons, by allthe provt.and 

yidence that. is., cannot, be recouciled 
t2ite Nor.can, they-concelve any thing 
extended butasa Body. Whereas other 
deepand impartia) ſearchers into. nature, 
--eannotapprebendzzt,anything atall,it not 
extendeazbyt think itmuſt then be a mu- 
themgtical;point, or;a mecr non-entity. 
- +. Icouldiinſtancein.qther, ſpeculations, 
_ Which Lhave abſerv'd-ſaime! to, be paſh- 
_ enateEmbracers.of upon. the firſt propo- 
tal; when, as no. arguments, could pre- 
- vallon others, to think them tolerable. 
| But .thereneeds no.prook of; a, manifeſt 
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ll 1K fo Dnivider? ... 
In; thennfinenceof the þody might then 
ws Red forireauſe. But fnceit isfn 

the LEM ulſtratied Theortes that have 

bothing/to 'd0 with the profler Pphan- 

F#ſarers fince this diverſtry is foutid in 

Tinds that have thegreatcit care to free 

themſclves frow the deceptions of ſenſe, 

and intanglemients of the body, what can 
we'corictude, but that the oats it ſelf is 
the ntediate ſubject of all this variety, 

bind that It came'/prejudiced and prepoſ- 
ſe ſeft itito'this body with ſome z#4plicit no- | 

Fry 'that it bad learnt'in another? And 

this congruity to fome opinions, and a- 

verſenefe to others be congenial to us, 

and Boyadverrient from any thing inthis 
ſrate,” tis me thinks clear that we were 
10afoyFer. For the ſoul in its firſt and 

Pure nt rure hath no 7450/yneraſies,that is, |} 

rh to per natural ;nclications which 
 Kretoat's ent'to others of the ſame 
Kind And en, Be ſure, they are... 
"Hot" fathlly \deterittin'd by their fatures'”s 
TO falſe und ervoreons apprebenioul,? Acil Kul 
' Yhſttfore  iiice we find this detepminat. "2 
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102 Pracxiſtence of Souls, 
{|  Notmoſtin this ſtate, and ſince 'tis ve 
{ Unlikely itisderived ozly from the body, 
cuſtom, or education, what can we con- 
ceive on't,but that our ſouls were tainted 
withtheſe peculiar and wrong corruptions 
before we were extant upon this ſtage of 
_ Earth, 
+. Beſides, 'tisealieto obſerve the ſtrange 
and wonderful variety of our gerinſſes; 
 . One.mans nature inclining him to one 
 .kindofſtudy and imployment, anothers 
© Ito what is very HR. Some almol!} 


| Ffrom their very cradles will be addicted 
tothemaking of figures, And in little 
'» mechanical contrivances; others love to 
beriming, almoſt as ſoon as they can 
ſpeak plajnly,” and are taken up in ſmal 
clays of Poetry; Some will be {crawling 
| F#@wres, andothers take as great delight 
| - 3nſome pretty offersat Muſech, and vocal 
E harmony, ] nite almoſt are the ways 


* 


m which this pure natural diverſit 'J doth 
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| gf, complexion of their bodys, are yet 


'theſame mould,and have layn at oncein 
he ſame natural bed, the womb; yea 
Whole bodies have been as like as their 
fate and fortunes, and their edxcatiorn 
&ulagesthe ſame, yet even they donor 


| the mind, as thoſe that. in all theſe par- 
ticulars are of very different, condition. 
| Relides there are all kind of wakes, forms, 


| of "dy, that arc addicted by. their na- 
tures to the ſame exerciſes and imploy- 
 w#ents: fo that toaſcribethis to any pe> 


probable ſolution of the Pheromenon- 
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enſtom or education, is the way 
be believed; ſince all expertence 
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eyfor Providence, 103 
thoſethat are the molt like in the temper, 


ofa vaſtly differing Genins. Yea they thar. 
havebeen made of the ſame clay, calt in, 


ublrequently differ as much from each o- - | 
ther in their gexizs and dirpoſttions of 


viſpoſetions, tempers, and complexions 


eierity.in the Body, is me ſeems a very: | 


And to lay ;all theſe inclinations are 
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eat deli ght and pleaſure in I vein 

ner things ny and aralogo unto'chefe, I our 

' ina forimer (condition? which now a- I die 

gain begins to put forth it ſelfe, when . obj 
we arc awakehed out of our ſi/ert receſt 
into a ſtate of -aFioz. And though the 
mmployments, pleaſures, and exerciſes of 
| : ourformer {;fe, were without queſtion 
|; very different fromtheſe in the preſent 
 eftate; yet'tisno doubt, bur that ſome 
_ of them! were more confamiliar and a- 
xzlogoxs to ſome 'of our tranſaGions, 
than others. 10 that as'any exerciſe or im- 
poapcus here is more ſuitable to the 
cular dispoſitions-that were Prxdo- 
e other ſtate, ary 17 hrooy 
mY egarded DY Us, 
es melinati- 
El a a 


Ky 


yer none 
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4 4 ney _—_— Provides, 105 
Y h Won 56g by the fate of 
y  cefoed himdred from the 
in enereiſ 19g our {ves about the 
 objefts Of vortormer detebrs and ples 
neg do Yer liooty 45 "WE ate able, take 
| thoſe things wich do melt corre: 
bo qa to that ge)1ws thax formerly 5 


" An fiow 'tis time to takeleave of the 
| Argunienits from Reufo); that give evis 
ence for Pr&exiſterice. IF any one think 
thatthiey arc not (6 Depiorftrative; but 
that they may be axſired, or at leaſt 
evaded; 1 pray him to conſider how 
' many demonſtrations he ever met with, 

| that a good wit, refolv'd in acontrary 
cauſe, tools not ſhuffle from the edge |} 
of. Or, let it be'granted, that the Argu- |* 2 
el have atledged are no infallible. | 
ornecaſary proofs; yet if they render | |} 
my y cauſe bur probab e, yea but poſſzble, 
1 vrngn won What I contended for. 
Forir having been made manifeſt by as 
we od evidence as | think can be brought - | - 
any-thing, that the'way of ew cre- | 
ons 1s moſt 3nc07ſt "oy with the _— NY 
he of | 


now. no other 
but Preexſtence, if that be pro- 

ble or but barely poſſible, *tis enough 
' togive it the viFgry. And whether all 
- that hath bore. laid ve ſo much or no, 


fay it doth not, can 
r any thing, which 


y of judging will de- 
ſerve to be called Demonſtrations. 
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bn OHAP: XI. 
Great caution to be uſed in alledging 
Scripture for our ſpeculative opint- 
nr. The countenance that Pracx- 
tence hath from the ſacred writings 
both of the old and new T eſtament; 
* Reaſons of the ſeeming unconthneſſe 
of theſe allegations. Prxexiſtence 
ſtood in no need of Scripture-proof. 


[ will be next expected, thatI ſhould 
4 now prove the Doctrine I have un- 
fertaken for, by Scripture evidence,and 
make good what I ſaid above, That the 
divine oracles axe not fo filent in this 
' matter as is imagined. But truly I have 
lo-tender a ſenſe of the ſacred Authority = 
Mthat Holy volume, that I darenot be | 
lo bold with it, as to. force it to ſpeak _ 
What 1 think zt intends not; A $r4/s amp- 
| How, that is too common among our 
' Conkident opirrioniſts , a nd that hath 0c- 
| Hon'd great troubles to the Church, and 
74 | | disre pute 
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 - Jos. Precxiſtenceof Souls ,- 
E Pute to the i»ſpired writings. For, fol ;. 
men to aſcribe the odd notions of theirlflig 
over-beated imaginations to the ſpirit off 
God, and eternal truth, is me thinks a vet 
ybold and impudent belyirg it. Where fy 
Ire 1'dare not bn be very cautious what x 
I ſpeak in this matter, nor would 1 wil, 
lingly urge Scripture as a proof of any f 
, 
1 
1 
| 
[ 
| 
| 


thing, but what Tam ſureby the whole 
zexor Of |, is therein cofftairicd: And Wi 
would Trake theVtberry ro fetch inteve- if 
Ty thitip for a 'Seripturezevidlence., that 
with a little 7zduftry a man might make 
Jerviveable tohis 'defign : T doubt nat YN 
but F{Eould beable to j/1my. Wargent i 
with ©v0mar9%5, which ſhomtd be # 
much'to purpoſe ab hive'been cited ings 
_neral CATECHISMHS ord 'CON- 
 FESSTONS of FATTH, and thit 
' in Polnts thit muſt Forſooth be digrohed 
with the facred title dFFU ND A HEN: 
\ TAL Bit R&0thexd A8 $SEMBLIESY 
Thy ttike more bold-with* Scripture 
en j#50are peſbir3"And cherefote 1 
- $VoW their example: Though ia mit- 
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erthat-I-would'never have 7»poſerd up- 
0 1th 's be ofam { Man, though. F were 
1 cetain.00't, and bad ab/olute power to 
moyo it. Ithink.the onely way to pre- 
ave the reverence.due to the oracles of 
Imth, 18.never to urge their Authority. 
utinthiogs very. mozzcrrtous, and ſuch 
athe whole carrext.of them gives an e- 
'tident ſuffrage to. But to make them. 
peak EvETY.#rivial. conceir that our fick 
brajns can _1magine or . dream of;, ( as I: 
Iitimated )isto v7lifie and deflowre them. 
merefore though I think that ſeveral 
Texts, of £cripture look very fairly upon 
* FE eexifience, and would: encourage a: 
[han that.conſiders what ſtrong Reaſons 
hath to back it, to think, that very 
ably they mean ſome thing in favorr. 
this Hypotheſix 3. yet Ie not urge. - 
them-as an irrefutable proof, being not- 
ling to lay more ſtreſle upon any 
ng then 'twil-bear. Yea 1 am moſt 
Wing toconfeſſe. the weakzeſſe of my. 
Cxſe. in what joint ſoever [ſhall diſco- * 
Tit, And.yet I muſt needs ſay, that 
 Woever compares. the Texts. that __ 


_ that there is very fair probabilit 

"Precxiſtence inthe written word of God 

 asthere is in that which is exgraves upon 
our rational xatxres. Therefore to bring 
together here what Scripture ſaith inthi 
matter, . 

__- »x. Ne lightly zoxch an expreſſion or 
two of we 0G Ye gags 
zmproperly may beapplyed to the bul- 
ex 5h it I Gels ol And me thinks 
God himſelfe in his poſcxg the great in- 
ſtance of patience, Job, ſeems to intimate 
ſomewhat to this purpoſe, viz. that all 
ſpirits were in being when the Founds- 
tions of the earth were laid : when faith 
he, the morning ſtars ſang together, and 

«ll the ſons. of God ſhouted for jog. Þy 

' the Former very likely were meant the 
Angels, and 'tis not improbable but by 

_ thelatter may. be intended: the bleſſed 

'Þ untainted ſouls  Atleaſtthe particle All 
© wethinksthou!l comprize this order, of 
F fſpintsalfo.:And withinthe fame pert 
3 oe OD | 0 
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"$11 | AIC 
he Adds;1 krow that thou waſt then borns 
for the number of thy days are many, 2s 
The Septuagint renderit. And we know 
-our $aviowr and his Apoſiles have given 
| credit to that Trar//ation by their ſo con- 
ſtant following it. Nor doth ther Geping 
of Go4 bo Jergeniar in the beginnning o 
| his charge ſeem to intimate lelle, Before I 
Formed thee in the beliy 1 knew thee, and 
. before thou cameſt out of the womb,1 gave 

thee wiſdome as reads a very creditable 


a 


verſion, Now though each of theſe pla- _ 
_ ces might be drawn to «nother ſen(e, yet. 
| that onely argues that they are no necel- 
fary proof for Preexiſtence, which ] rea- 

dily acknowledge 3 nor do I intend any 
| fuch matter by alledging them. Howe- 
yer] hope they will be confeſt-to be ap- | 
plicableto this ſenſe 3 and if there' be o- | 
ther grounds that perſwade this Hypothe- 
{to be the truth, 'tis I think very pro- | 
able that theſe Texts intend 1t favorr. 
Which whether it be ſo or no, we have 
Ken already. | 
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age of our Saviours prayer, Father, 

Gloxifi ' me" with. the ſame glory 1 hat 

ith thee before the'wbrld began, found 
ispurpole. 

which he" prays to be 4 

| ms*to'concern” his humane 

nature onelys for the 4 tore could never 

»Þ it. "And therefore. ir ſrppoſeth that 


51h Us; humanity exiſtent” before: 
NE is fout was'of old before his 


ial body. Which 

to b Hired by the exprel- 
is comming from the Father, 

ng from Heaven, and returning 


® © 


he very frequently 
Rakes Wie ot. And weknow the Divinity 
that ils all things, carnot move to, Or 
quit a place, it bemg'a manifeſt ;»per- 
ann contray to his Ni 


x 
3 
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Key for Providence. "12 


XCOmmaing Poor, and man 


1 ES. 
: 5 


&.zv5port, all which are very clear i 
wit the doctrine of Preexiftence, 
tboxt 1t lomewhat perplex and 3n- 
limas God, are very imeproper and disa- 
freeing, but appoſtely ſuit his Humanity, 
which if we them , we mult 
pole our Hypotheſis of Preexiſtence. 
t I. omit further proſecution 
ter,fince theſe places have bin more 
uf. ina lete diſcoxrſe to this 


Moreover the © veſtion of the Dilcis - 
ts, Was it for this mans ſin, or for his 
bers that he was born blind ? and 

it ax/wer of theirs to our Saviours 

nd , whom men faid he was; in 

wat lome ſaid he was John the Bajtife : 

ome E/ies, or oneof the Prophets ; both 

Which 1 have mention'd before ; doe 

iearly en roue, that both the Dz- 

Jews believed Preexiſt- 

r Saviour faith not a_word 

cir 9? pur 1 ſpake 0 


= #2 * 


T3 


4, £ 


LY 


to the proof 'on't; they would then hwelfſſ 


 Deentboaghr ro afle;r it, with clear aſi 


conviQive evidente.But many having ne-Wi 
yer heard' of this Hypotheſis, and thokWiu 
that have ſ: feldome meeting 1t men- W 
tioned bur as a ſilly dream or antiquated 
abſurdity,'tis no wonder that they never kt 
ſuſpct it to be lodg'd in the Sacred Ny 
Tyme, lo that any attempt to confirmitY}y 
Fhence, muft needs ſeem rather an offer 
of wit then' ſerious judgement. And the WB 
Places that are cited to that purpoſe ha 8 
Ving been freequently tead aud heard of, I as 
by hole” that ' never diſcerned themto ul 


"0 
> 
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oF. 


early enough c 
Pele ef aly 
ritgtions, PAID: above; 

And 1 


a, # HA errant. or their. | 
the bogs yet doubtlele they wer, 
Judges .of their, own. Languages. Nee 
1s Jour Scbool-DoRors have. thought 
ich; nger to the New, had- it 
ave been ane of their 
l ions, or did they not too frequeritly 
ply the facred Qracles to their own 


4.prove ANY thing ap nothing. * tis 

c the. Hypotheſes 

ſecure eng? up- 

ole Pillars of Reaſon, which -bave 

F on dation | in the. Attributes of 
, and the Phenomena of the world. 
eKight: Reaſon: ofa Maggs 15 of 

Gs ons whiahare 
daas 


lt 
1s enough ee! q; oy 
to this Hypotheſir 


tion of Preexiſtehce, yet we 
made it appear that its having ſaid no- 
"thing of it, isno prejudice, but an advan 
3age tothe canſe. 


CHAP. yxIL. 


Why the Anthor thinks himſelf obliged 
' aſcend to ſome more particular 4c 
\. count of Praexiſtence. Tis preſum) 
tion poſitively to determine how it 
was with us of old. The Authors de 
tore in the Fiypot t follows, 


ms 
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LEES £4 £4 
% / We" ud 3-4 & 


a lictle- 
cfencc | 


y of our concluſion, That 7he 


ſexs of men were made before they came 
into theſe 219. whil they ſhal think 
 thatnothing can be conceived of that for: 
ter Pate, And that our Preexiſtent con- 
dition cannot be repreſented to Humane 
nderſtanding, but as a dark, blck, ſoli- 
tude; it muſt needs weaken the per-, 
fwaſion of thoſe that are lefle confirm- . 
&, and fill the minds of the inquilitive 
witha dubious trouble and Anxiety.For 
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ves now : how i: it Til fra: us... 38 
a "child in the womb is ro: 
determine, "what kind of life it ſhall live; 
nhen it ſs1et, dt; liberry from that dark, 
| Keloſure. Therefore let ſhame and bluſh- 
np cover his Face” that ſhall confidently 
rm that” twis thus or thus with us. In, 
he fate of our Fore-Beings. 
However, toſhew that it nay ave” 
& that our Soxf; did Preexiſt, though 
'ecannot punQually and certainly con-. 
Ide upon the” Particular State, | ſhall” 
reſutne to Araw up a bonceivable? 
beanie of the Hy othef 753 And If our. 
natrow minds can think of a way how it- 
ugh have been, I hope no body will 
deny that the divine wiſdom could have. 
ontriy'd' it 16, or infinitely better than 
& can Imagine in our little modells. : 
And now I would not have 1t MW 
ntl goc abquit to inſinuate or repreſent 
any op nions of mine OWB, or that I am! 
a votary to all the notions I make ule of, . 
wher #: x r of the 4ntient,or more, modern. 
Thihoſpphers, For 1 ſcrioully profeſle a- | 
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-Pajnſt all determinations in this nd But 
- wy bu ſineſs onely is, by ſome im 
"hin d guelles to help to.appre 
little how the ſtate of Preexiſtence ark 
have by Jeet and {o to let in ſome beams 
modern light upon this 
F- Neu tknefſe. Thercfore let the 
Reader if he pleaſe call it a . Komantick 
: ſcheam, or Te) Hypotheſis,  Þ 
what name elſe beſt fits his phancy, and 
Z helnot offend me 3 Nor dol hold my 
| felfe concemn'd at all to vindicate the 
| | - truth ofany thing here that is the fruit 
of Ee own invention or compoſure; 
Rea I confeſle I could beg civilityes 
. at Jealt for the notions I have "ext 
from great and worthy Sages. And in- 
deed the Hypotheſis as to the main, is de- 
 _ rived tous ng he the Platoniſls : though 
| Intheir writings 'tis but Gold in Oar, leſs 
|. pur fo erfect: But a late great Artiſt 
_ mat I ellently refined i it. And I have 
| Xt m7 jerk h work to do, X19 bring to- 
Etn own hath ſcat- 
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cular Hypotheſis is originally Fbiloſophi- 
call, 1 thall thercfore not deprave-it 
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by mingling with it the opinions of ws- 
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Theologers, or diſtort any thing to 


make it accommodateto their dogmete, 
| but ſolely and fincerely follow the light 
| of Regſor and Philoſophy. Forl intend 
oo to ecavour the __ alteration of 
the ordinary /ſyſtexre of D7vimity, nor 
deligne 2, in this place but a re- 
reſentation of la harmleſle philoſo- 
phical conjectures: In which I ſhall con- 
tinually guide my ſelfe by the Arttri- 
butes of God, the Phenomena of the, 
world, and the beſt diſcoveryes of the 


nature of the Toul. _ | 
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5-ofn which the particular 
s ſtands.” 


TOw the Fabrick we are going to 
WJ build, 'will ſtapd like as the Houſe 
' Wwiſuldre- upon even Pillars's which 
Ffhal firſt erect and eſtabliſh,” that the 


'- theſe may be firm and. ſure like a 
*that hath Forndations. | There- 
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| And methinks this ſhould be owned 
I all for a manifeſt and indiſputable 
| Truth; Bur ſome odd opinions in the 
world are an Intereſt apainſt it,and there- 
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ic ſeif-Good or accomplithment, or 
; the good and perfe@Fion* or 10m 
w ele, at leaſt in the intention, Now 
being an abſolute and immenſe ful- 
of that is incapable of any the leaſt 
WE of xew perfeFion,cannot att tor 
# that may accrue to his 7#uta- 
Woes and conſequently, what ever | 
is for the good of ſome other 
being ſo that all the divine ations are 
the communications of his perfeTions, 
and the Tflucs of his Goodnefe;wbich,be- 
Ing without the baſe alloy of ſelf-intereſt, * 
Or partial fondneſſe, al 6 comprited 
within: any bounds or limits, as his other 
perfelfipns are not, bur far beyond: our 
liarrow'conception , we may well call * 
pure and Infinite benignity. This1 De, 
original and Root of all things . {0 that 5 
this bleſſed ever blefled ' 4rrri te being) | 
e Spri yeand Fountain of all the AF- 
Ps of the Deity , his defignes can be 
ng, other but the .contrivances. of Love. 
forthe ss pits the good and {ofo *- 
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ot his creatures, 
phancy-him to a# for no 
or for an exd that iscontra- 
his benigne Nature. Finally there- 
, the very notion of Infinite fulneſ; 
is to be communicating and overflowing; 
And the moſt congruous apprehenſion 
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t we\can entertain of the 1fizite and 
s to Conceive him as an 


eternal 
T2171 


| things. For this Jaſtice is but 
the 4zſeributivg to every thing accord- 
Ing to the requirements of- 1ts nature. 
 - Andthat benign wisdom that contrived 
nd framed the natures of all beings, 
doubtleſle ſo provided that they ſhould 
be ſuitably furniſht with all things pro- 
per for their reſpe&ive- conditions. 
And that this Neweſ/s ſhould be twiſt- 
ed into the very natural conſtitutions of 
' things themſelves, is methinks very rea- 
, Ionable 5 fince queſtionleſic, {lmighty 1 
wiſdom could ſo perfectly have formed 
 his-works at firſt,as that all things that he 
ſaw were regwlar, juft, and for the good 
of | the wniverſe, ſhould have been 
it about by thoſe ſiated Laws, 
agement of abſolute power to cf+ 
n. And it ſeems to me tobe ve- 
the wiſe Authour of all 
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00K like : 2 more magni- 
ion of the Djvine. power 
nce, ſince it ſuppoleth him 
aſting ages to have foreſeer: all 
wre occurrences, & ſa wonderfully to 
nave ſeen and conſtituted the great: ma- 
china. of the world that the infinite va- 
\ motions therein, ſhould. effect 
but what in his eternal wisdom 
he had concluded fit and decerons : But 
as. for that whichi was ſo, it ſhould as cer- 
5 comapal by. the Laws, he AP” 
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engage gods abſolute an 
ower, Ig Kip events and 
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not give Bp he We of ag out of 
his own hands; but holds the power to 
alter,. innovate, Or change the counle of ' 
'nature as he pleaſeth. And to a& by ex- 

| traordinary”, by abſolute onenipotence, 
when he thinks fit to do ſo. 

The ſumme 'of what I intend, is, that 
Gods Ae are perfect 3 andas hjs good- 
ne} fois by Tuſſece 
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: lo that we nee pot tap ſuppc 
me diately aged 1n everyevent 
all 'dultr Feb O things, In. the 
1d, or ' upon all occaſions to exerciſe 
power in NIB aftions, but 
he leaves ſiich/mar ts. to the 


ngs are carried 10 their pro- 

e and ſtate, by the congruity 
ar natures; where this fails, we 
uppoſe ſome arbitrary manage- 


ruity of things is their ſuit- 
ableneſle to ſuch or ſuch a ſtate or 
tion 3 And 'tisa great Law in the 
| firſt conſtztwtions, that things 
ine and move to what is ſuita- 
'natures. This in ſerſebles is 
the motions of coſext and 
nd the aſcent of light,and de- 
bodies;muſt I doubt when 
[is done, be reſolv'd into a principle 
1s not meerly corporcal. Yea ſuppo- 
all ſuch things to be done by the 
F, Why may. we not 
ther rank of beinys, 
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rtionably abated. Hoy. 
eis yet n0 avomy or diſobedience, 
for all this is but an innocent exerciſe of 


God hath F 


and as far asis con 
ent with the divine laws, to graifie, 


it was no fault of ours that we did not 
nely Keep Cur [pir3/847 powers upon 

Ds X excites that they were 

capable of cxerting z we were made 0n 
le defatigable, that ſo all degrees 

geht have their exerciſe; and 

 defigned that we ſhould feel 

andtaſte the joyes of our congenite bo- 


dies, as well as the plet bf thoſe 


are warren eater ere tener 
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gouration 


, a$ long as 


x his owh will and «ppt- 
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command | 
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n the ſoul, ay 
Seleftial body, 
he ror ; 
' 1Uppoled to 
ferci. felici- 
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ty," and-go on with 
r own deſcent, There- 


, we next deſcend into 


s 3 
, £ 


erial State- 
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undfions of life , 

on, is me thinks 
re.. And 'tis 
withio this it 


by, vertue, and religion: 
's, while in teali- 
ri nature is redowinant , 


| the concernments of the bod 
rat end., our onely Go 
pineſs , this is the condition 
* now degenerate, loſt natures, 
it ever ovet-flowing geod- 
$ aims at the ha 


tis like to 
rake their 
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too hi bly 
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Other more 
x hand for it tq 
.back into it! 
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we conſider the reaſ on of the 
of its former vival aptitude, 
not ſo much through any de- 

wer toacuate {ach a body, but 
the excefle of invigeration-of 
ich, which was then-growa ſo 
that an/ 4e714] body was not e- 
zh for it to diſplay its force upon, 
:now'the caſc is alter'd , theſe /ower 
are wory and wearied out , by the 
{omeexerciſeof 4880s about and 
8ging ſuch a /oed of fleſb, where- 
ſo cafligated, they arc duly 
tothe more eafie body of «ir 
as intimated before, co which 
#nited, they cannot 
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with the free and 
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gangs 
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, 
oy obſervation among i 
| oyed in adver and fob 
wanls of any depth, that Hes 
Joſe much of their grovity in 
dw caverns: So that what the 
men cannot ſtir above 
is cafilymoved by the fiogle force 
under it: Now to improve this gx. 
2 t,xis very likely that grevity = 
i2 ceeds. from a kind of —_—_— and «t- 
ve vittue in the earth, which is by 
| the more ſt and viz Oroaus , 
how much more atirabe on " 
the megnetick Ele- | 
ſo that ſuppo- 

-but to acer- 
great diſtance from } 
obyious this way to || 
the Phanomenesn. 


beſs the |} 
hoſe bodies is /e/ſe,becauſe the || 
of the zarth that draws t 
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not be at all confide 


# 


les pretended” for 
none ſo; like- 


yet there is 
e a [o 


ic fountains of the great deep in the 
td Hiftery, as alfo the flaming Volce- 
nd /avoking mountains that all relati- 

"Tpeak of, are others, © © 
I intend nor 'that after a certain 


t x 
m each ſolid 

b open "tir from the'laſe 
4r : Therefore 1 ſuppoſe only- that 
er this thick owrfide, there is next a v4/? 
"large region of fluid matter, which 
moſt part very likely is-a groſs and 
d of 4ir,as alſo conſiderable pro- 
of fire & water, under all which, 
y be other /o/id floors, that may 
and * cover more vaults, and 

M 4 
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thoſe 
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that 


y conccive , that they are 
tothaſe dengeons by the-inviſþs/e -4 
ers of joZice, that manage the FH 
the wer ld by 43m 3. For thole | Fn 
ries doubtleſs have a nd ode euce 0. 

g the 


ig ations, or exmitt 
1 their, EXAM». 


are all ink ſame place and un- 
#07 ments; but are variouſly di- 
according. to the merits 


Natures my ; ſome oply i 


& intolerable Bel, 
the: 


*he 4b) ſe of & fre. -Thivs dots juſt News- 
ft viſieall che quarters ofthes#iveſe, 
Now thoſe miſerable priſoners cannot 
eſcape from theplaces oftheir confinement; 
for *ris very likely that choſe 'watchtull pi- 
Firs char were inſtrumental in committing 
mn , have a tri and 'careful eyc upon 
1 to keep them within the con fines of 
70 Meet rad not out into = 
egions of Fybr and liberty, yea'ris probu- 
ble _ the es they ahprlont wey in 
ſe { manhons,may by a kind of fa- 
cl HOES Lids their 
=O" they having pow a cov- 
yto ſuch fa 7 Jomhehs may be no 
e the clear and Highrſome 
of Owl are able ro bear the 
of y fy or, the 'fiſh to live 
| ne "Regions. This may be the 
; ace z, ut they moſt commonly ge 
© then away at ths Min oh of light.Befi - 
E . all this, Tome there are who "ſuppoſe that 
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4 Rey for Providence. ms. 
hog obable, and weſtandin no need of th © 
uppolition. For though the laws of thei? 
natures 7 ror nor rag them ns ho 4 
proper refidencer,yetthe care and overfi 
[thoſe watchful ſpirits, who firſt come 
__ _— w_ 0 abmerwngy> And ww 
ry oft-when they do' appear , the ifie 
that they are hacer refiraigt, and A, ina 
abroad,but by permiſſion;as by ſeveral cre- 
dible fories I could make good: But far 
brevity I omit them, en: 
Now _ I intend not this Hypotbeſs, 
either for a diſcovery of infallible truth , or 
declarement of mine own opinions , yer I 
cannot forbear to note the ſtrange coince- 
dence that there is between Scriprove- expreſe 
fon inthis matter, ſome main ſtroaks ofthe 
Ort TH > 1 adri 4 and-this Philoſophical 
conjeQure of the fate and pheceof the wick- 
| ed. "Tis repreſented inthe Divine oracles as 
a deep pity/a priſon, a place of darkneſs, fire, Þ 
arid 5riwlone; and the going thither , isng- _ 
med adeſcevr. All which moſt appoſitely  } 
_ agree withche repreſentation we have made z 
 Andthevuſual Peripbroſis of Hell rorments , 
fre, and brimfoxe, is wonderfully. applica- 
- blerotheplace we have been) defcribing3 
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uncrring and punRual account of, yetwe 
follow :6is lighras far as it will lead us, 
trenching upon the ſacred right: of di- 

, nor yet bauiting what the Ancient 

als, afhiſted by later diſcoveries 

ure, will diQatez But fincerely fol- 
ng the bee, 9rhefr, we ſhall leave all its 
ours and ances to be correRed by 
ed Canons. So that where we 
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uaints us. with the way: 
ans, that the Divine wiſdome 
TEAR olv'd On, for the delivery of the 
pteons. So that hereby we are. altu- 
Ted that our ever blefted Redeemer (halt 
appear in the clouds before this fiery 
are thall have quite- taken hold of the' 
Earth, and its condemned. inhabitants. A 
Gloty of his appearance with his E 
frral Legions, ſhallraiſe ſuch ſtrong 
8, and triumph inhis now pal- 
y enamonrd expetants, as ſhall 
nxndle that high and potent 
pirit, which being through- 
d and excited, will melt” 
ſt conſiſtenceinto liquid #ther, 
Ir. bodyes being thus turned 1 
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who are detained pri in the now 
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hot ſo low 
earth , ſo that the central fire remains 
' pnconcern'd , and unimploy'd in this 
 - combuſtion; this Globe will then retain 
Its wonted place among the Planets. 

- * Andthat fo it may happen, is not in- 
PRs fince thereis plenty” enough | 


Ne 


doth of fiery principles and 'waterials 
in thoſe F - ei that are ncarer*to' the 
ſurface, to'et the Earth into a Lightfom 
. fame, 'and to doall that execution that 
we have ſpoken of, -Some conceive 
therefore , that the copflagration will 
not beſo "deep and #riverſal as this 0- 
pinion 'fuppoſeth it 3/But that it may 


take begining from 'a lefle diſtance; arid 


fpendittclf apwards:And to this purpoſe 
repreſent theſequel of their Hypothe- 
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x obey. the Laws oftheir nature 
ane. ravity , and ſo deſcend again in 
4 Blns dant . ſbowres, and mingle with 
the ſub cine - aſhes , which will conſti- 
Tate, a ammadd vegetative and fertile. 
4 For thoſe warm and benign beams, that 
ow ona begin to vilit the dejolate 
© tn will excite thoſe ſeminal prone 
| &ples [into ation, which the Divine 
” "fa dome and [4 oodneſſe hath mingled | 
With all things. Wherefore they opera- 
ting ng according to their natures, and the 
Gitpoſitions w hich the find inthe reſto- 
Fed matter, will ſhoot forth in all ſorts of 
Jowers,, berbs, and trees; Making the 
Whole Earth a Gardex of delight and 
E leaſwre; And erecting all the Fhoemione 
#4 proper to this Element, By this time 
 Azre. will be grown vitell a- 

n. and far more pure and. pleaſant, 
hen before the f ery purgation. Where- 
- fore they, conceive, that, the. dil whe; 
1 ales ſhall return f rom their . una 
and lent ml and Fe cg again 
Awe For heirred vcd PR. Lok ina 
. <Yrer N 3 Gi 
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aine ſeep for 
"This is the fuurm of the 


rate again, then to be uſcleſle in the 
and as it were nothing for 
ever. And we have ſeen above, that the 
Divine. goodneſſe doth always what is 
beſt, and his wiſdom is not ſo ſhallow as 
to make his creatures ſo as that he 
ſhould be fain to baniſh them into a 
ſtate that js next to xox-entity, there to 
remain through all d#yation, Thus then 
yul thoſe lately tormented ſouls, having 
r palt iniquities, be re- 


+ 


£ 


yy 


0 "OE af * en I" 
TOE WY 6: Fe TY 
?& K; | 6s " 

$76 - 8 "Ls MEE BA 


= 4 Zh fo Provides) 183 
| whe herein by their own endeavours, and 

| the divine afliſtance they may amend 
what was formerly amiſs in them, and 
| purſue any good Reſolutions Es they 
took while under thclaſh ofthe fiery torr 
| turesWhich thoſthar do,when their good 
 Tnclinations ate perfetted, and hat Di- 
_ vine Life again enkindled, they ſhall in 
| due time reaſcend the 7, brones they fo 
© unhappily fell from, & be circled about 
| With unexpreſſible felicity.Butthoſe that 
- forall ths” follow the ſameways of ſerr- 
| ' fu ality 13 and rebelljon againſt their merciful 
| Ukdinerer they ſhal beſure tobe met with 
by the ſame methodrof puniſhment ; and 
at length be as miſerable as ever, 
- Thus weſee the Ar will be re-peopled 
after the conflagration:but howthe Earth 
| will ſo ſoon be reſtored to Inbebitante, 
| is a matter of ſome difficulty to deter- 
| mineſince it uſeth to be furniſht from 
"the Aerial regions, which now will have 
none left that arefit toplantit. For the 
good were deliver'd ra before the 
| conflagration :andthoſe that arenewly 

* come froumunderthe fiery laſh and latter 
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are ina hopeful way of 


cannot be ſo ſoon expired, as to fir them 
for an/ecatly return: to their tereeſrial 
priſons. Whertore to help our ſelves in 
this rencounter,we muſt remember,that 
thergare continually multitudes of ſouls 
ina ſtate cf z#aF7ivity, for want of ſuit- 
able bodyes to unite with, there being 
morethat 'dye to the acry ſtate, then 
are born 1nto this fexreſtrzal. In this con- 
dition were z2yriads, when the general 
Feaver (ciz'd this great diſtemper 'd body; 
who therefore were unconcern'd in the 
conflagration, and are now as ready to 
return into life and afior upon the 
Earth's happy reſtauration, as ifno ſuch 


_ thinghad hapned, © 


- "Wherefore they will not fail to de- 
ſcend Cn be ator and to 
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hich are firf 


fit 
- . Thus then ſuppoſing habitable 7co- 
gruops bodyes, there'is no. doubt, but 


there will be humane '8oxls to aFuate 


and ixforme them; butall the difficulty” 
_ 1sto conceive how the #ratter ſhall be 
prepared. For who ſhall be the common 
Jeedsman of ſucceding Humanity, when 


all mankind is ſwept away by the fiery 
deluge? And to takeSanduary inaMiracle 
is #philoſophical and deſperate. thinke 
therefore, it is not zeprobable (I mean- 
according to the dudt of this Hypotheſis ) 
but that in this rexewed youth, of the ſo 
lately calcined and purified Earth, there 
may be ſome pure efforeſcences of balmy 
matter, not to be found now initsex+ 


hauſted and. decrepit Age, that'may be 


proper vehicles of life into which ſouls 
may deſcend without further preparai#- 
on: And" ſo. orderly ſhape and form 
them, as we ſee to this day ſeveral forts 
of other creatures do;! without the help. 
of generation. For-doubtleſle there will | 
be great plenty of auifuous fpirituons 
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 Ajre; where they 
gth, when the fierce agitation 
- the fire is over, gather in confidera- 
& Proportions Or Ferrous UVapours 5 
W x. at levgth deſcending in a chryſtal- 
 lineliquor, and mingling with the tineſt 
3 urts of ed Earth, will 
| . doubtleſs compoſe as genital a matter 
; in the bodys of 
L JAninul. calm and wholeſome 
t Azre which now is duly purged from its 
- goxiousreeks and wapoxrs, and abounds 
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ted nature.will not 
». 


eminateneſſe isnow twiſted.Forthoſe®” 


waysexpoſed tothe open Ayr, and not 
cloyſter'd up as we , will feel no more 
mcommodity from it, then the youn 


fry of fiſhes do from the coldneſle of 


the water they areſpawn'd in. And even 2; 
now much of our tendernefle and deli ..% 
cacy is not natural but contraFed. For - 
poor children will indure that hardſhp 
that would quickly diſpatch thoſe that 


| have' had a more careful and officious F 


Lad we! 1 


$4 bf 


avonrs Of nature ,and” 
pet afliſtance 5 For the Jndian In- 
fant: willſwimcurrently, when: alloc ? 


8 WatCT. - put to | 


maſculine prodyFions which were al-> "J 
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more then 'we can 
er4d,. 'tisnot hard to appre- 
that thoſe infant. Aborigzres, 
are of a very difterent temper and con- 
dition from the weak, products of now 
decayed nature: having queſtionleſle, | 
more pure and ſerviceable bodies, ſenſes h 
and other fuca/ties more aFiue.,and vi- 
gorous, and nature better exerciſed 5 ſo 
that they may by. a like ſexce to that 
which carrysall creatures to their proper 

od, 'purlue and take hold of that 
nutriment which: the free and willing 


» 


Earth now. ofterd to mouths. till | 
ig advantaged by Ageandgrowth,they 
can moye about to-make their choice. 
y C ſee that af- A 


earth will be 


e Uctermmed. For.as one world hath = 
riſ} tby water,and this preſent ſhall by 
fre, tis poſlible the next period may be . 
by the Extin@:or of the Sur, But 1am 
come to the end of the le, and ſhall 
not 'go beyond this preſent Stage of 
Providence, or wander into an Aby//e of 
' uncertainties, where there is neither Sure 
hor Star to guide my notions. 
 .Nowof all thathath been repreſented 
of this Hypotheſis, there is nothing that 
ſcems more extravagant and Romantick, 
then thoſe notions that come under the 
two laſt Generals; And yet ſo it falls 
out, that the main matters 'contained 
under them, one would think to havea 
ſtrange conſonancy' with ſome expreſit- 
ons'in the Sacred Oratles. For clearit is 
from the divine Volurne, that the wick- 
edand the Devil; theinſelves are reſer- F: 
> vedtoa further and more ſevere judge» 3 7 
' 'mwent then yet affliteth thems It is as 
__ plainh bares in be a vengeapce of ' 
fire thatabides them, asa compleatment 
-... "of their rorments: And that "the Earth _ 
- ſhall be br-t, isas explicitly affirmed, as, 
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conflagration ff the 
ate the Hell of the 


, ſeem to ſhow a fa- 
the State of filence 
ar 4s, there leſs appear- 
countenance given to the Hypotheſss 
Reſtitution, in thoſe paſſages which 
& New Heavens. and a New. Earth, 
te onely a change of 


and inaFivity. 
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” Now whatever becomes of this! per- | 
r draught of the Souls ſeverall cox 
on of life and aCtion, the main O- 
" pinion. of Preexiſtence is not atall con- 
cerned, This ſcheame is onely to ſhew 
that natural and imperfe& Reaſon can 
frame an Intelligible Idea of it; And 
queſtionleſſe the Divine BW i 
dome could forme and order it, 6 BE 
fo, or with infinitely more accuracy and 
exalZneſr. How it was with us therefore 
of Old, I know not; But yet that we 
may have been, "and aCted before we 
deſcended hither, 1 think is very proba- 
ble. And I ſee no. Reaſon but why, 
Preexifience may be Admitted withou 
altering any thing conſiderable of oy 

$yſteme of Theology. But I ſhut 
up with 


: 
pet 


t modeſt concluſion of the 

Great Des Cortes. 

That, although theſe matters ſeem 

intelligible then as I- 

explained them: 

Yet nevertheleſle rencnkying Iam 
I affert g5 nm: 
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;, but what is able 
rce, of evident and 
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